
 
 
October 30, 2018 
 
Ben Harrison 
Chairman 
National Chicken Council 
 
Hi Ben, 
  
I’m writing on behalf of Compassion Over Killing, a national farmed animal protection organization, to 
urge the National Chicken Council to update and amend its Broiler Breeder Welfare Guidelines to 
address -- and specifically prohibit -- a barbaric yet standard chicken industry practice that up until two 
years ago was not known to the public but has since been nearly eliminated. 
  
In 2016, as you may have seen, Compassion Over Killing released a powerful undercover video taken 
inside broiler breeder sheds contracting with Tyson that included, among many other things, never-
before-seen footage revealing the horrific industry practice of young male breeder birds having a “bone” 
forcefully stabbed through their nostrils. 
  
As this was the first time this barbaric broiler breeder practice had been exposed to the public, in 
response, Tyson immediately announced it was ending the use of “nose bones” company-wide. 
(Here’s Tyson’s full statement.) 
  
After releasing our undercover video, Compassion Over Killing then reached out to other companies, 
and shortly thereafter Perdue, Wayne Farms, and House of Raeford all committed to ending this 
practice. 
  
Additionally, other companies we have since continued to reach out to including Pilgrim’s, Foster Farms, 
Amick Foods, Keystone Foods, and Sanderson Farms have confirmed to us that they do not use these 
“bones.” 
  
In all, 17 out of the top 20 poultry producers have confirmed with us that they have either eliminated or 
do not engage in this practice in their male breeder bird flocks: 
  

·       Tyson 
·       Pilgrim’s (including Gold N’ Plump) 
·       Sanderson Farms 
·       Perdue 
·       Wayne Farms 
·       Peco Foods   
·       House of Raeford 

https://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NCC-Welfare-Guidelines_BroilerBreeders.pdf
http://cok.net/inv/tyson/
http://cok.net/tyson-statement/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/how-a-barbaric-unknown-chicken-industry-practice-got_us_59024365e4b05279d4edba38
http://www.perduefarms.com/News_Room/Statements_and_Comments/details.asp?id=1450&title=Perdue%20Farms%20Statement%20on%20eliminating%20the%20use%20of%20plastic%20nasal%20implants%20in%20breeder%20males


·       Keystone Foods 
·       George’s Inc. 
·       Amick Farms Inc. 
·       Foster Farms 
·       Case Farms 
·       Fieldale Farms 
·       Mar-Jac Poultry 
·       Simmons Foods Inc. 
·       Claxton Poultry Farms 
·       Allen Harim Foods 

  
The three companies that have not yet provided us with a statement about this important issue are 
Koch Foods, Mountaire Farms, and OK Foods. 
  
Surprisingly, the NCC’s own Broiler Breeder Welfare Guidelines do not mention or address the use of 
“nose bones,” despite the top poultry companies having engaged in this common practice as recently as 
2017. 
  
I’d also like to bring to your attention that after releasing our undercover video, several former Tyson 
employees were found guilty of cruelty to animals, including one conviction for the use of “nose bones.” 
  
Given that the overwhelming majority of the poultry industry has now either eliminated the use of 
“nose bones” or never engaged in using them, and given that the act of using “nose bones” was the 
basis of an animal cruelty conviction in the state of Virginia, it seems fitting for the National Chicken 
Council to update and amend its Guidelines to prohibit this barbaric, outdated practice. 
  
I look forward to your prompt reply, and I truly appreciate your time and willingness to have an open 
dialogue about these important animal welfare issues. 
  
Sincerely, 
Erica 
  
Erica Meier 
Executive Director 
Compassion Over Killing 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/seven-sentenced-after-animal-rights-activists-film-abuse-at-chicken-farms/2017/08/31/9c3656f4-8e6a-11e7-8111-e841db675815_story.html?utm_term=.1f845a6805f5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/seven-sentenced-after-animal-rights-activists-film-abuse-at-chicken-farms/2017/08/31/9c3656f4-8e6a-11e7-8111-e841db675815_story.html?utm_term=.1f845a6805f5
https://cok.net/blog/2017/08/cok-victory-tyson-convictions/

